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Smapchat is an application which is free o download on 05 and
Android devices that alkows users to send Images {'snaps’} to each
ather. Operating the app requires use of the device's data plan or
wireless internet connection, Images can be drawn on wsing a
whitebaard-style tool and can be given a caption. Images can be
ver wsers for up to 10 seconds before they ‘dissalve’
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The age classification for Snapchat is 13 yearsold althl:lugh much
of the content may be inapprepriate far that age group. If children
under the age of 13 sign up for an account they are given access
to"Snapkidz which is a limited version of the app where users are
net able to send images to other davices. It Is important to note
that these classifications are set by the app's creator and are nat
owerseen by an independent body.
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Snapchat i used by many young people ta keep up with thei
friends and to send photos to aach ather. Snapchat can, howaver,
be used for inappropriate purposes and it is important 1o sit
down with your child and explain to them that it is not okay to
share images that are rude, offensive or sexualised.

Any application when used incorrectly has the potential to cause
harm. It is important that you communicate openly swith your
child about how they may be using an application and the legal
and ethical ramifications of inappropriate use Children and youwng
people also need to be awsare of the risks of com municating with
peu:.p'e thiey don't know via any rivakile :'|ﬂl|.'|||-:.11|l:ll'|.
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Thera are TIANY Wiy A Irmage can be saved, even on Snapchat
i04% and Androld devices have a feature which allaw the device o
take a photo of what is on the screen |'screencaptura’). Snapchat
notifies the sender if an image they have sant has been captured,
howevar you are not always notified. There are also many other
ways images can be saved without the sender being notilied so

it is impartant to encourage children to think before they post.
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Snapchat has very limited privacy settings and it is important to
rmanitor your child’s usage of the application. One privacy setting
that is available is the ahility 1o restrict who can send your child
snaps. This can be E".u:-led I:J}.I going inte th‘ Bettings menu,
under Wi ,than select My | 5. This will
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ensLre that nﬁlg.- Users on \'G\.rthﬂd ‘s contact fist can send images,

For more information visit

Frequently Asked Questions: Parents

It Is Irnpartant to krow that there ks ao such thing as ‘safe sexting’and
Snapchat is no exception, Young people need to be aware that as
soedt as they send an image they have lost cantrol aver where it ends
up. Sending sexually explicit images of somecne under the age of 18,
wiith ar without their permission, could be an offence under State and
Comrmonwealth legislation
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Sharing images that are nede, offensive or sexualised can see young
people in braach of State and Commonwealth legislation that carry
serious legal consequences. Ethically, young peopls need to be aware
of the Impact that their online behaviour has on others] as well as their
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Saxting |s commonly defined as the sharing of sexualised or naked
images wia the irmtemnet or moblle phone, this includes mobike
applications like Snapchat. Children and young people need to realise
that as soon as that image is sent they have lost control of it Quite
often we see images uploaded to the internet, including on various
social networking sites, that had esiginally been shared between two
peaphe privately. Taking, sending and saving these sorts of images can
also constitute child pormography offences and can have long term
legal remifications on a chikl's future.

If these images become public, the child in the image can be subject
to bullying and cyberbullying. This may happen face-to-face at school
or even online with people posting and sharing the image on social
natwarking sites or instant messenger applications. It is extremaly
impartant that parents and carers are aware of the issuss associabes!
with various apps and webisites so that they can openly communicate
with their child aboan safe and r&:pﬁl'lslbie U3 e

After talking with yowr child about the ethical use of Snapchat ard
waur family's rules around technodogy, you may think irs appropate
1o delete the Snapchat account.
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T cdedete & Smapohat account you can go to bt saChaAt
omy/delete-account and enter your child’s account usernama and
passward. If yau do nat have yaur childs password you can put a

deletion request into Snapchat,

Open and supportive discussions anound technalogy usage are vital
in enduring your child understands their responsibilities when using
technology. Simply removiing the technobogy i not the bast response
as il could potentially drive your child's usage underground where
there are few opportunities for you to support them




